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Drawing in 
Science: Austin’s 
Butterfly 
In science lab, learners are 
often asked to draw 
something from the 
experiment on their lab 
sheet, as well as write a 
description of what they 
observed. Drawing in science takes careful looking, 
noticing, and effort, and to help increase our success 
with this, we’ve been trying to get clear on the 
difference between a ‘scientific drawing’ (realistic) and 
an ‘artistic drawing’ (creative). To help give a concrete 
example we watched a video called Austin’s Butterfly. It’s 
about a boy who learns to draw a tiger swallowtail 
butterfly really well by trying several iterations, each 
after receiving valuable critique about his drawing. 
Following the video, we looked carefully at a vase of 
tulips and tried our hand at drawing what we saw rather 
than what our concept of a flower is.  The kids did 
great with this, even though it’s a bit tricky. We’ll 
continue our learning by contrasting our ‘science 
drawings’ with ‘artistic drawings’ in the next couple of 
weeks. (video available on YouTube)
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Dates At-a-Glance 

2/28 Digital Learning Day 

3/15 Awards Assembly 
and Spirit Day 

Homeplay 

Math Book: Week 21 

Math Game: 
Multiplication 

Spelling Words: Week 20 

Inspirations 

“The mind should be 
allowed some 
relaxation, that it may 
return to its work all the 
better for the rest.”  
~ Seneca 

WEEKLY NEWS 
Create | Learn | Explore
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Critical Literacy: Biographies 
Over the next few weeks, we’ll be focusing on 
biographies; the lives of important Americans and how 
their choices helped shape history. For each person we 
study, we’ll be placing emphasis on how their family 
values and upbringing helped shape who they became, 
often under difficult or tricky circumstances. As a 
jumping off point to reading biographies, our class will 
start with Helen Keller’s life, then learn about Jackie 
Robinson. After learning as a whole class, the kids will 
be divided into smaller learning groups to study 
another person. More information coming soon…

Helping the Monarchs 
Mr. Kardos was awarded a travel grant to Mexico to 
learn about the migration patterns and cycles of the 
Monarch butterfly.  Before the break, he shared a very 
informative presentation where we learned not only 
about their fascinating internal navigation system, but 
also how we can help their declining numbers. Ask your 
child about deforestation, pesticides, and milkweed. It 
was great for our class to have had the personal 
experience with raising the butterflies in our classroom 
earlier in the year.

Hope everyone enjoyed a great family week, and 
welcome back!  ~ Ms. Boyesen

margit.boyesen@cardiffschools.com

Books We Read Last 
Week: 

Ask what surprised or 
inspired your child in 
reading these books: 

• The Name Jar by 
Yangsook Choi 

• Dancing in the Wings by 
Debbie Allen 

• Austin’s Butterfly (video) 

Upcoming Birthdays 

• (no Room 12 birthdays in 
March) 

Geology Rocks 

It was fun to watch Mr. 
Redding’s musical, Geology 
Rocks, on Wednesday 
before break. The kids did a 
wonderful job and our class 
enjoyed both their 
performance and hearing 
references to what they’ve 
been learning in geology—
the rock cycle, earthquakes, 
volcanoes, tectonic plates, 
and more.
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